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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE reception of the firſt Edition of the 
following Diſcourſe has greatly exceeded the 
expectations of the author. He can however 
aſſert with much truth and ſincerity, that 
though he is for, very far, from being indif- 
ferent to the public opinion, yet that a de- 
fire to preſerve thoſe who might be inclined 
to peruſe it from a precipice of calamity and 
ruin was his leading and predominant motive. 
To have been inſtrumental in reſcuing any 
one victim from the power and conſequences 
of the habits of Gaming, to have awakened 
in any one inſtance either conjugal, parental, 
or filial affection, in the arreſting the pro- 
greſs of this deadly contagion, is of infiniteiy 
greater importance to him than any judgmen.: 
which may be paſſed on its merits as a com- 
poſition. 

Still, however, to the kiad and candid 
conſtruction of his readers, as well as i, 
the judgment of ſome excellent and mus. 
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3 
eſteemed friends, he owes ſome little expla- 
nation upon a point on which ſome objections, 


as he underſtands, have been made. He. is 
ſuppoſed to have involved in one common and 
undiiinguiſhing cenſure thoſe innocent recre- | 
ations which terminate merely in focial amuſe- 


ment, and thoſe atrocious practices by which 


the formed Gameſter deals havock and ruin 


around him.—To this he can only anſwer, 
that he has been miſonderſtood—that nothing 


was farther from his intention. He meant 
not to afſert that amuſements of this nature. 


where mere recreation properly regulated, is 


the ſole object, were to be univerſally pro- 
ſcribed; but that extreme care was to be 


taken leſt the ſlenderneſs of the partitions 
which peculiarly in the preſent times divide 


the amuſement of cards from the vice of 


Gaming, might be moſt diſtinctly and awfully 
diſcernible. He has advanced ſuch leading 
PRINCIPLES upon this ſubject as he is aſ- 


ſured are inconteſtible upon every ground 


of Holy Scripture, natural humanity, and 
political exigency. With ce and enervating 


diſtinctions he thought it beyond his pro- 


vince to deal. If his PRINCIPLES are ad- 


mitted, 


We 


mitted, it is for the judgment and conſcience 
of his readers to apply them to particular 
uſages and practices, as that judgment and 


that conſcience, aided by God's grace, may 
direct. That they may ſo apply them as the 
ſecurity and true intereſts of themſelves and 

thoſe who are neareſt and deareſt to them de- 
mand at their hands, is the author's honeſt, 
hearty, and excluſive wiſh ! He is far from 
putting in any claim, as far forth as he him- 
{elf is concerned to advance religious truths of 
extraordinary rigor or ſeverity. But things 
and actions muſt be repreſented as they are, 
and what was formerly ſaid of virtue by an 
illuſtrious heathen, is equally applicable to 
chriſtian courage and perfection. Non ex 
aliorum neque ex noſtrà fortaſſe mollitie ſed 


ex ipſa virtute de virtutis robore exiſtimandum 


ct.” 

It is however a matter of conſiderable fa- 
tisfaction and conſolation to him, that the 
views he has taken of ſuch diverfons are, 
however inferior in power and elegance of 
delineation, ſtill milar to thoſe of one whoſe 


authority will be great indeed with all who 
have the cauſe of virtue, piety, and huma- 


nity 
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nity at heart. Que maxima ſemper, cenſetur 


nobis et erit que maxima ſemper.” I have 
ventured to cite the paſlage alluded to at 
large from the xivth ſermon of the firſt vo- 


lume of Biſhop Porteus's Diſcourſes; a ſermon 


more peculiarly adapted to the ſituation and 


circumſtances of a luxurious and refined me- 


tropolis, than perhaps any the Engliſh lan- 


guage contains. 


Are all thoſe things which go oc the 
name of amuſements as perfectly innocent 
* as they are generally repreſented to be? 
© Is there not one diverſion at leaſt (as it is 


called) and one ſo predominant in the 
higher ranks of life, that it has ſwallowed 
* up almoſt every other, which is big with 
© the moſt fatal miſchief ? A diverſion, which, 


far different from the common run of 
© amuſements, has no foundation in our na- 


* tural appetites ; no charms to captivate the 
* fancy, or the underſtanding; nothing to 
* make glad the heart of man, to give him 
a chearful countenance, and refreſh him 
* after the cares and fatigues of duty ; but 
runs counter to reaſon, ſenſe, and nature; 
« defeats all the pur poſes of amuſement ; 


* « links 


— 
* 
* 
2 
„ 
1 
os 
ed] 
= 
3 
* 
2 
1 
* 
i 


FR Kc 


x 
| 
4 
J 


5 r N — 
> ä BL. ae FA A die), 
S—_ * 5 4 8 * 
* . 
© 


EE 


ſinks the ſpirits inſtead of raiſing them; 
ſours the temper inſtead of improving it: 
and, when it is carried to its utmoſt lengths, 


takes ſuch entire and abſolute poſſeſſion of 


the ſoul, as to ſhut out every other con- 
cern both for God and man; extinguiſhes 


every generous ſentiment ; excites the moſt | 
malignant paſſions ; provokes to the moſt 


profane expreſſions ; brings diſtreſs, ſome- 
times ruin, upon its wretched votaries, 


their families, friends, and dependents ; 


tempts them to uſe unfair, or mean, or op- 


preſſive methods of retrieving their affairs; 


and ſometimes to conclude the diſmal ſcene | 
by the laſt fatal act of deſperation. I do 


not ſay that gaming akvays produces theſe 
effects; or that it is to all perſons, in all 
circumitances, and in all its various de- 
grees, equally pernicious and unlawful. 


But it has always à natural tendency to theſe 


effects, it always expoſes ourſelves and 
others to great danger, and can never be 
ranked among our innocent amuſements. 


Yet as ſuch it is every day more and more 


purſued ; nay has even appropriated to it- 
ſelf the name of play; for what reaſon 1 
. * know 


with our lives and - 


* fortunes, with happineſs temporal and 
© eternal, be the moſt delectable of all human 
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communicates his guilt. The ſudden ſtroke 


of poverty, bitter as it is, where innocence 
accompanies it, may be ſoftened by the le- 
nient dr/penſations of an Almighty Protector. 
But what are the hearts of thoſe Gameſters 
who train up their progeny in their 6v1LT, 


who accuſtom their innocent, uncorrupted 
minds to the daily IpeQacle: of fraud and 


pillage ! 
Let thoſe who as yet only ſtand on the 


brink of this miſery, thoſe who conſider 
theſe meetings as AMUSEMENTS, or who 


comply with them merely that they may not 
be excluded from faſhionable ſociety, think 


to what poor motives they expoſe thoſe in- 


nocent pledges which a kind Providence has 
entruſted to them. Has entruſted to them 
for what ?—to be the joy of their youth, 
the pride of their maturer years, the com 
fort of their age, and their alleviation even 
in the pangs of death. To be trained up 


to what ?—to be the benefactors of man- 


kind, ſervants of the great and high God, 
and partakers with them of a glorious im- 
mortality. 

To theſe purpoſes I will boldly affert that 
all tampering with the vice of Gaming in 


every ſtage of it, is always dangerous, and 


moſt frequently deſtructive. You will fay, 
You dornot GAME---that you mix only with 
ſuch ſociety that you may not appear 


irange-==that you can always reſtrain your- | 
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communicates his guilt. The ſudden ſtroke 
of poverty, bitter as it is, where innocence 
accompanies it, may be ſoftened by the le- 
nient dpenſations of an Almighty Protector. 
But what are the hearts of thoſe Gameſters 


Who train up their progeny in their 6v1ir.T, 
who accuſtom their innocent, uncorrupted 


minds to the daily ſpectacle of fraud and 
pillage ! 


Let thoſe who as yet only "Fl on the 


| brink of this miſery, thoſe who conſider 
theſe meetings as AMUSEMENTS, or who 
comply with them merely that they may not 
be excluded from faſhionable ſociety, think 


to what poor motives they expoſe thoſe in- 
nocent pledges which a kind Providence has 
entruſted to them. Has entruſted to them 
for what ?—to be the joy of their youth, 


the pride of their maturer years, the com- 


fort of their age, and their alleviation even 
in the pangs of death. To be trained up 


to what ?—to be the benefactors of man- 


kind, ſervants of the great and high God, 
and partakers with them of a glorious im- 


mortality. 


To theſe purpoſes I will boldly aſſert that 
all tampering with the vice of Gaming, in 
every ſtage of it, is always dangerous, and 
molt frequently deſtructive. You will ſay, 


You dornot GAME---that you mix only with 


ſuch ſociety that you may not appear 
n you can always reſtrain your- 
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ſelf from hazarding more than your circum- 


ſtances will permit. To grant all theſe 


pleas, which would be ſufficiently abſurd, 


yet are you ſure that your CHILDREN will 


have all this moderation, that THEY, when 
once habituated to ſuch company, and in- 
troduced into ſuch receptacles, will not be 
corrupted, pillaged, and undone ? Do you 
REALLY expect that having early acquired 


the reliſh and ſkill, which a repetition of 


theſe ſcenes naturally produce, as they ad- 
vance in years they will ſtop ſhort of ruin 


and guilt? Can you, for the poor ambition 
of conſorting with men of faſhion, for the 


tinſe] gratification of exhibiting your taſte, 


prepare your dwellings for the reception and 
harbour of that large mixture of privileged 


thieves, which I am credibly informed con- 
ſtitute a part of ſuch aſſemblies? Do not 
think me obtruſive in appealing to that 
kindly virtue which is laſt eradicated from 


the human heart. Can you CALMLY deſtroy 


all the part which you yourſelves have, all 
the part which God has, in thoſe whom you 
now look on with the eye of parental rap- 


ture ? Are you reconciled to beholding them 


as VESSELS FITTED FOR DESTRUCTION?“ 
If you cannot, retreat inſtantaneouſly from 
the brink of the precipice on which both 
you and your beloved children ſtand. Think 


that in all theſe ſcenes which every day an- 


nounces to us as exhibiting in the politer 
. part 
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„ 
part of the Metropolis, when rank and ele- 
gance combine their powerful and faſcinating 
deluſions, when every external decoration 
which art and ſplendour can deviſe, is ſub- 
fidiary to them -think that in the midſt of 
theſe ſeductive ſcenes, you ſee Ruin, Fraud, 
Beggary, and untimely Drath - think that you 
ſee the hand of the Sutcipe lifted againſt 
himſelf, and that Suicipt your own DAR“ 


LING CHILD ! gone forward to the bar of 
eternal juſtice as a ſwift witneſs againſt the 


AUTHORS OF HIS EXISTENCE, for having 


early ſown in him the ſeeds of temporal de- 


ſtruction and eternal death---and THEN, if 
poſſible, think the faithful Miniſters of Chriſt 


too importunate when they exhort you to 


flee, in the early ages of theſe calamities, 


as for your lives, when they warn you, even 


in thoſe habits which to careleſs and un- 
thinking minds appear of an indifferent ten- 
dency, not to ſpurn the dictates of nature 


and conſcience, and to expoſe thoſe whom 


God has conſigned to your protection and 
care to the floodgates of ſuch wickedneſs, 
anguiſh; and deſolation! 

Shall we farther explore the complicated 
baſeneſs of the Gameſter's mind, or does 
diſguſt recoil from the examination of that 
polluted manſion ? If this diſguſt is excited, 
1 ſhall by God's grace have diſcharged no 
mean ery of the arduous and difficult talk [ 
have undertaken. 


Cd I will 


{20} 


I will mention but one more of thoſe diſ- 


poſitions which have appeared to me con- 


ſtantly to have been aſſociated to the cha- 
racter of a Gameſter—a quality which gives 
conſiſtence and permanence to all the reſt, that 


is a fixed, calm, and temperate IM HUD EN CR, 


diffuſing itſelf over every part of his con- 
duct and deportment. This qualification is 


thought of ſo much conſequence by the 
preceptors in this vice, as to be a matter of 


regular training and inſtitution. And wiſe 
are they in their generation, for sh AM is 


MORAL VITALITY ; where THAT ſurvives, 
every pollution is delible, and every habit 
recoverable. Conſequently with it every 


Gameſter is in a regular ſtate of warfare ; 


for was he capable of feeling his own de- 


gradation, the fight of an honeſt man muſt 
overwhelm him with intolerable confuſion. 


But to every internal feeling of baſeneſs, 


and every external circumſtancè of infamy, he 
is completely reconciled . Though he not 


only knows himſelf, but is convinced that 
every thinking man knows him likewiſe, yet 


under the protection of this peculiar quali- 


It was probably a conviction of the vileneſs and con- 
tented infamy of Gameſters, which induced ſome of the 
moſt eſteemed commentators on the Roman law to aſſert 
the inadiniſſibility of their Evidence in a Court of Juſtice, 
This opinion is ſupported with great ability and force of 
reaſoning by Maſcardus de Probationibus, vol. 2, p. 202. 
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fication we ſhall find him occafionally and 
familiarly uſing the words FRIENDSHI , Be- 
NEVOLENCE, PITY, and PHILANTHROPY, 
and at times aſſuming a high perfection of 
them, and what is ſtill more extraordinary, 
we may obſerve the unthinking multitude 
with a miſchievous and indolent eee 
admitting ſuch a claim. 

But I have hitherto conſidered only the 
effects which the habit of Gaming Sc Sing 


and almoſt without exception, produces upon 
thoſe principles of moral virtue and natural 


conſcience, of which even Heathen wiſdom 
was not devoid. But of all the pisTiNGvutsn- 


ING DOCTRINES and all the vir AL ENER= 


GIEs of the bleſſed Goſpel of Chriſt, the prac- 
tice of Gamingis inits moſt diſtant ſtages, and 


in every practice which approximates to it, ra- 
dically deſtructive. It is poflible for men 


to make ſome cautious and ſkilful advances 


in it without ruining their FoR TUNES or 


REPUTATION, but with their intereſt and 


their hopes as CHRISTIANS, and with every 


principle of inward piety,” it is utterly irre- 
concileable. 


Firſt of all what is, or ought to be, the 


employment of the TIME of a Chriſtian, a 
creature redeemed from fin and eternal death, 


and“ born again after the image of him who 
created him! carrying about him with (in 


the awful words of an eloquent Father of 


C3 the 


— 


—— ———x 


( 
the Church) * the ſenſe of mortality and teſti+ 
mony of guilt---for whom © the Eternal 
Spirit is making interceſſions with groans 
which cannot be uttered”---of a creature, 
whole prayers and penitence, contrition and 
charity, are to fill up the ſhort ſpan and 


precarious term of an earthly exiſtence ? 
| Surely he muſt be guilty of a moſt TRE 
MENDOUS MOCKERY of Almighty God and 


his Son's Goſpel who can aſſert, that with 


this ſtate, with theſe views and motives, an 


employment of nearly the HALF of every 
day he lives in CARDS AND Dick is con- 
ſiſtent or compatible. Is it indeed Hus 


that we are to paſs through a miſerable and 
guilty world! the 6UiLT of which, and the 


MISERY of which, every Chriſtian's time and 


exertions are called forth to remedy. Re- 


member this $TRONG AND PREGNANT evan- 
gelical principle, that ** ye are not your own, 
ye are bought with a price.” Now, with theſe 


views, look back upon your paſt life, look 


forward to your future. If you have re- 


corded your time, examine thoſe records. 
What do they exhibit---memorials of your 
alms and prayers, or your dedication and 
devotion by night and by day to occupations 


which can be in their beſt ſtages but trifling 


and unprofitable? Look at your acts of 


benevolence and your labours of love—in 


* Homo circumferens mortalitatem ſuam circum- 
ferens teſtimonium peccati ſui !--- Augu/tini Confeſſiones. 


inſtruct- 
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inſtructing the ignorant, in relieving the 


afflicted, in viſiting the priſoner, in endea- 


vouring to leſſen that ſum of corruption and 


guilt with which this poor ſhort ſtate is de- 
luged. From theſe duties, or rather from 
theſe conſolations, and from thoſe heavenly 
tears which conſtitute an earneſt and anticipa- 


tion of the bliſs of Heaven, this miſerable 
and frivolous employment of your time 
completely precludes you. No other plea- 


ſure, no other vice ſo entirely ingulphs the 
life of a Chriſtian as this—none is ſo ac- 
ceſſible at all times—ſo adapted to every va- 
riety of age, ſituation, rank, and under- 


ſtanding. Let me beſcech you to bear the 
word of exhortation and admonition, be 
convinced that to the guilt of Gaming they 


are clearly obnoxious whoſe Hours alone are 
ſacrificed to it. It is not only thoſe who 
riſk much of their property that deſerve the 
appellation of Gameſters, it is not thoſe 
only who defraud their gueſts or companions 
— it is thoſe alſo who cheat God of their 
time, their Redeemer of their affections, 
Man of their exertions, and riſk their fal- 
vation on the iſſue of ſuch a miſerable miſ- 
ſpent life. 


In the exquiſite language of Baſil 


«Cc To Taxpuoy TBTE OHf GTIEPPAy Haul Javeious TIS a 
Laas. —Baſilii Homilia de Gratiarum Actione. 
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But it is not merely that Time is waſted, 


and Thought withdrawn from Religion, but 


habits are acquired by theſe means which 
generate an INVETERATE AVERSION to it. 
AVERSION to Religion ſoon follows the 
NEGLECT of it in moſt caſes, but in this 


inſtance commences and is co-ordinate with 


1 do not pretend to any very wide ex- 


1 in human life, but I {ſcarcely ever 
knew any fingle perſon. who had made any 


conliderable progreſs in games of {kill, but 
that in proportion to the exerciſe of that 


{kill, "bis difinclination and diſguſt to Re- 


ligion grew with it. Not only is religious 
principle ſupplanted, but a principle of the 
higheſt : ſtage of contraſt is ſupplied in its 
ſtead. Examine (you that have calmneſs 
and capacity) yourſelves and your neigh- 
bours — look not only at the haunts of 
Gameſters, but at thaſe contemptible and 


miſchievous meetings, where indolence and 


vacancy find their daily refuge in Cards. In 


the midſt of theſe, let the flichteſt mention 


be made of the real religious ſtate of Man, 


of his redemption by Chriſt, of his ſtate of 


miſery and calamity prior to that redemption, 
of the awful looking-for of everlaſting de- 
ſtruction to which every irreconciled finner 
is expoſed, with what ſcorn and mockery, 
what affected banter and real diſguſt would 
any ſuch mention be treated. Miſerable de- 
luded Beings! do you think that the ex- 
en 
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preſſion of © always bearing about in the body 
the dying of the Lord Jeſus,” of © Pali ing the 


time of your ſojourning here in Fe Ak, are pre- 


cepts, like thoſe of the Stoicks of old, found- 


2d on impracticable paradoxes, or that the 
are the commands of God who ſuppliett 
Power to all thoſe who have the Will to 


practiſe them? But you will fay, Devotion 


and Prayer have their intervals. I grant it, 
but not intervals of doing miſchief, not in- 


tervals of ſowing the ſeeds of vices, which 
in farther ſtages of their progreſs ſcatter de- 
ſtruction and miſery, not intervals which 


every time they occur render you more and 


more indiſpoſed to the Word, to the Wor- 


ſhip, and to the Diſpenſations of Almighty 


God. But be fair with yourſelves—with 


what PAIN is it that you who are thus en- 
gaged, particularly as you proceed in thoſe 


courſes, recur not only to SPIRITUAL, but 
even to FORMAL devotion ? The very few 


ſtated decencies, thoſe poor wrecks of Re- 


ligion, which-this age of Apoſtacy has left, 


are grown intolerable to you. I wiſh to 
be underſtood to ſpeak of the employment 
of Thought, as I did of the employment of 
Time, Fe this ſhipwreck of our Chriſtian 
principles commences at a period long before 


the generality of men will allow that they 


are at all tainted with the vice of Gaming. 
The mind of one immerſed in Cards ſoon 
becomes vacant, frivolous, and captious. 


vw | The 


Cr St ans — 


LD Z 
The habits form a ſtrange mixture of mock 
gravity and pert flippancy. The underſtand- 


| ing, by a perpetual attention to a variety of 

unmeaning combinations, acquires a kind of 
| pride in this baſtard employment of the fa- 
culty of thought, which is ſo far from having 
| any analogy to the real exerciſe of reaſon, 


that we generally find a miſerable eminence 
in it attainable by the dulleft, moſt ignorant, 
and moſt contemptible of mankind. The 
Gameſter however frequently miſtakes this 
ſkill for general acuteneſs, and from that 
conceit either totally rejects the Goſpel evi- 
dence, or if political or profeſſional conſi- 
derations render this indecent or inexpedient, 
he harbours all that contemptible chicane, all 


ö that petty ſophiſtry, all that creeping evaſion, 
| with which a ſelfiſh heart, and a contracted 
| underſtanding, meets and embraces the pre- 
vailing hereſy of 'the times in which we 
| live“; degrading the dignity, enervating the 


motives, and deſtroying the conſolations of 


* The Connexion between the artifices of Gameſters, 
and the ſhifting depravity of Heretical ſubterfuge, is 
ſtrongly marked by the Apoſtle OK —— 

— “ TepiPepevos Fav ,eG T1s UIaoranas iy Ty 

KTBEIA rTwv avypwruy,—Ephef. iv. 14. Y 

This fame Analogy was. fo ſtriking as to attract the 
notice of various commentators on this paſſage in the 

_ early ages of the Chriſtian Church. Thus Oecumenius 
in cap. iv. ad Epheſios— | 5 
KTBET TAI NOοο N. d wev wore reo, ToTs Os 
GXEV0 O10ZOHOVTES KELL METRSOHIOYTES ale RW TETE sis Tura 
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„ 
| the Croſs of Chriſt. If therefore a Game- 
” ſter ever makes profeſſion of Religion, it is 


| with ſuch teachers and with ſuch doctrines 
that he finds his mind moſt congenial. To 
i real Chriſtianity and its Miniſters his en- 
i? mity is laſting and virulent, becauſe theſe are 
in ſtrong and direct oppoſition to his fa- 


vorite vice. But it is ſeldom that he ſtops 


here. As the crimes with which Gamin 
is connected are deſtructive of every detached 
Hortion of Chriſtian piety, ſo is the general ha- 


bit to the whole ſpirit of it. There is ſcarcely 
a poſitive precept of Chriſtianity which is not 
violated in the courle of a Gameſter's career. 
Truſt in Providence is expelled by a courſe 
of action, in which though he embarks per- 
petually his moſt important intereſt, he 
dares not look up in any ſtage to God for 
favour or protection. Can he * ſet God 
always before him ;” that God whoſe name 
and whoſe Goſpel are never mentioned by 
him but to give energy to imprecation, or 
zeſt to mackery? As contrary therefore as 
Dignity is to Baſeneſs, Pity to Callouſneſs, Calm- 
neſs to Diſtraction, Fraud to Integrity, Re- 
venge to Placability, Hope to Deſpair, ſo con- 


trary is Gaming to the ſpirit and tenor of 


Religion in ALL its degrees and modifica- 
tions. I am convinced that the juſtice of 
theſe obſervations will not be conteſted by 
the ADEPTS in this vice, who would receive 


with 


(8 ) 


with a ſmile of apathy any ſuggeſtions of | ; 


their guilt as Chriſtians. 


But the point I with to labour, and the 
effect I principally have in view in this re- 
preſentation, is to warn thoſe who are in 
diſtant ſtages of the ſame progreſs, and who 
have not yet calmly acquieſced in a fur- 
render of every hope and conſolation of Re- 
ligion, To eh I would fay in much affection, 


— in the face of the unpopularity which 


ſuch doctrines may occaſion, that all occu- 


pations of this kind render man guilty before 


God at a time when both faſhion and cuſ- 
tom pronounce them #mocent, That the 

very deſign of thoſe flippant miſerable meet- 
ings is, to intercept all the awful views 
which it is the purpoſe of Religion to diſ- 
play, and to annihilate the habits which a 
Chriſtian ſhould form. TI ſhould: further 
ſuggeſt, that with the iacipient ſtages of this 
vice, all the /u5/eguent ones are connected. 
The {kill acquired, and the principles ſown, 
while dver/zon only is in view, foon expand 
themſelves into the adult and vigorous 
growth of guilt and profligacy, which defies 
both God and Man. Againſt all exceſſes 
you proteſt, but for thoſe exceſſes you aſ- 
ſimilate the ſoil, you trench the ground, 
you ſcatter the ſeed; and are you not an- 
ſwerable for the increaſe Permit me to 
aſſure you, that if for the fake of a trifling 


and 


S 
as a 


( 29 ) 
and degrading amuſement, you are prepared. 


to diſſeminate this miſchief both temporal 
and eternal, you exhibit in your o-] WG PER 


sons the moſt overbearing inſtance of that 
brutal and unfeeling texture of mind which 
theſe miſerable habits ſoon produce. Re- 
member therefore the ſaying of him who 
| warns you that. between ſuch practices and 
every religious obligation C THERE IS A 
Z GREAT GULPH FIXxE D;“ that in endeavour- 


ing to. reconcile a life addicted to them with 
the ſmalleſt portion of religious hope, you 
are trifling with your conſcience. moſt pal- 


pably and egregiouſſy. 


Art thou a CnRTSTIAx then and devoted 
to theſe. things? * Be not deceived by the 
levity.of theſe meetings, but eſteem them to 
be molt awfully and eſſentially wicked. Look 
at the miſeries of the latter end of a Game- 
ſter's career, and dread them for Thyſelf 
and thy CHILDREN : For I can venture to 
aſſure thee, that as no other courſe of crimes 
is attended with a more obſtinate and ob- 
durate ſcorn and contempt of God's Word, 
his Worſhip and his Providence, ſo there 
is none againſt which the vengeance of Hea- 
ven 1s more keenly and viſibly exerted, nor 
any in which the puniſhment more quickly 
and invariably follows the crime. A _ 


Aleator quicunque es & Chriſtianum te dicis ?— 
Oyprianus tbidem, 


perhaps 


41 


perhaps an hour, reverſes plenty, ſecurity, 
and credit, into penury, ignominy, and de- 
ſpair, aggravated by the unutterable anguiſh 
of having drawn thoſe whom they ought to 
have ſupported and protected into the ſame 
gulph of deſtruction. The puniſhment of 


the Gameſter, like that of Cain of old, is | 


« greater than he can bear.” Either the 
pangs of his recollection drive him to that laſt 
fatal act for which “ no place for repentance” 

is found, or he drags on a ſordid exiſtence, 
ſupported by decoying others into the ſame 
ſnares by which his own ruin has been ef- 
fected, carrying about with him a MoRAL 
WRECK (for ſuch is the breaſt of every 
Gameſter) till the meaſure of his iniquity 1s 
full. O reflect then in time! * that which 
a man ſoweth, that ſball he alſo reap. — 
Think how improbable it is, that you who 
have careleſsly and wantonly ſacrificed every 
principle of duty to God, and benevolence 
to Man, to a poor wretched amuſement, 
ſhould eſcape his awful and tremendous juf- 
tice. If for this thou canſt brave the fears 
of final impenitence in this world, and of 
everlaſting deſtruction in the next, the 


Apoſtle only can ſpeak with the energy of | 


divine grace to thy ſeared conſcience—* O 
wretched Man that thou art, who ſhall deliver 
Thee from the body of this death !” 


I have now, with all ſeriouſneſs, endea- 


voured diftindly to point to thoſe effects 


which 
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which I have obſerved to be produced by the 


vice of Gaming on INDIVIDUALS, it remains 
for me to conſider its conſequences as they 


affect the ſtability and order of CIVIL Go- 


VERNMENT, and the public and ſocial influ- 
ence of the noLY RELIGION we profeſs. 
In entering upon this part of my ſubject, 


I would not be thought to acquieſce in that 


miſchievous diſtinction, invented by Knaves 
and current only with Fools; a diſtinction 
I mean between PRIVATE and PUBLIC mo- 


rals, as if any vice or mode of immorality 


could exiſt, which doth not by ſome channel 
convey its poiſon to the body politick. In 
ſome inſtances the miſchief done is flow and 
circuitous, not producing a viſible effect till 
the accumulated acceſſions of many gene- 
rations have ripened and matured theſe 
deadly ſeeds. But the vice of gaming ſtrikes 
FEE ae at the vitals of public virtue, 
public order, and public happineſs. The 
connexion between cauſes and effects are here 
direct and palpable. It gives vigour, efficacy, 
and activity to every other public vice, com- 
municating and receiving reciprocal ſupport. 
To the receptacles of Gameſters, luxury, 
debauchery, and extravagance, fly for refuge 
and recovery from that ruin which un- 
bridled libertiniſm has entailed upon them. 
On the contrary, to drown the pangs of 
remorſe and keen anguiſh of conſcience, the 
Gameſter plunges by intervals into the 


fouleſt 


E 


fouleſt abyſs of ſenſuality and riot. Hence 


follows the moſt deplorable corruption a- 
mongſt Thoſe whoſe bias and determination 
to Good or Evil, is the protection or ruin 
of a wHOLE COMMUNITY. To the integrity 
and independence of men of rank and opu- 
tence, a free ſtate looks for whatever is up- 
right in conduct, found in determination, 


ſafe in practice, and beneficial in conſe- 
quence. The greater the number. of ſuch 


men who fill either the executive depart- 
ments of a State, or who partake of the 
office of Legiſlators, the greater the ſtability 
of that country. Should it fall to the lot 
of ſuch men to project political meaſures, it 
will be done with foreſight and reflection 
ſhould it be their province to examine or 
even to oppoſe thoſe planned by others, that 
examination and oppoſition will be con- 


duced with firmneſs, devoid of acrimony, 


and will be of ſuch a mitigated nature as 
never to endanger the ſafety of the whole. 


The conſciouſneſs of integrity will ſupply 


_ calmneſs, and the deep intereſt they have 
in the welfare of their country, will enſure 
caution and difcretion in all their move- 
ments and defigns. But what is it that 
leſſens the number of ſuch” invaluable mem- 
bers of ſociety ? What is it that converts 
Thoſe deſigned by Providence to be the 
GUARDIANS and PROTECTORS, into the 
BaNnE and CukseE of their Country? I will 


8 anſwer - 
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anſwer - -the GAMING TABLE. The reverſes 
here every moment occurring, unite beggar- 
ed fortunes, mortified pride, callous baſe- 
neſs, and enflamed appetites, directing their 
joint operations to the deſtruction of that 
common mother which gave them birth. 
And here I wiſh to be rightly underſtood 


that with a frugal, active, dignified poverty, 


the diſcharge of public duty is perfectly 


compatible. Such a poverty was highly re- 
verenced in the beſt ages of Pagan antiquity, 


as the nurſe of every great and uſeful exer- 


tion: but as diſtant as light from darkneſs 


is ſuch a poverty from that degraded, ma- 


levolent, abject. MENDICITY, the offspring 


of vice, the organ of faction, and the parent 
of univerſal proſtitution and venality. To 
preſerve the moſt venerable council of the 
nation from the miſchiefs and diſgrace ac- 
cruing from ſuch members, was one of the 
moſt important functions of the Cenſorian 
Magiſtracy in ancient Rome *. To thoſe 


Magiſtrates were committed the power of 


* « Every Luſtrum, 7. e. at the end of every fifth year, 
the Senate was reviewed by one of the Cenſors, and if 
any one had rendered himſelf unworthy of that high rank, 
or had ſunk his fortune below that of a Senator, his name 
was paſſed over by the Cenſor in reading the roll of Sena- 
tors ; and thus he was held to be excluded from the Se- 
Roman Antiquities, p. 6. —Vide alſo #ſchines in Timarchum 
paſſun. 


nate. —Pide Adams's accurate and well digeſted Sy/Zem of 


D removing 
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removing thoſe Senators who had reduced 
themſeives to indigence by profligacy or 
extravagance. Similar inſtances of wiſe 
caution are to be traced in the Athenian 
polity, which abundantly provided checks 
againſt thoſe whoſe prodigality and beggary 
might make their interference in public at- 
fairs dangerous or prejudicial. It is difficult 


indeed to conceive what intereſt any one 


ruined by a courſe of vice can have in the 


weltare of his country: It is ſtill more dif- 


ficult to conceive that this regard ſhould 
exiſt in Gameſters. Any claim to patriot- 
iſm in ſuch men, furniſhes perhaps one of 
the moſt sTUPENDOUsS inſtances of impu- 
dence in aſſerting, and of dupery in admit- 
ting it, which the records of human folly 
and depravity any where exhibit. For not 
only do they, by the miſapplication of their 
ow7 talents, and the operation of their own 
malignant paſſions, deeply injure that coun- 


try which they ſo vehemently and loudly 
profeſs to ſerve, but by drying up the vital 
ſources of public integrity, and depriving 


it of that future harveſt of virtue, to which 


its fondeſt expectations were directed. For 


it is always obſervable, that the Principals m 


this vice ſoon enliſt large troops of accom- 


plices in their ſervice, by ſpreading among 
the noble and opulent youth their crimes, 


miſery, and deſpondency, uniting them in 


ſimilar views and aſſociations for the ſame 


de- 


tu: 


C8 1 


deteftable ends. In viewing the deſolation 


ſpread by ſuch men, in conſidering the baſe 


incitements with which they pre-occupy the 
ingenuots hearts of the riſing generation, 
and reconcile them to their trade and in- 
fection, the watchfulneſs with which they 


ſelect their victims and diſciples in the earlieſt 
ſages of manhood, in beholding the riſing 
hopes of our country ſo blighted and blaſted, 
well may we ſay of our unhappy land I 


Rama there was a voice heard, lamentation and 
weeping and great mourning ! Rachel weeping 


for her children, and woul 1 not be comforted be- 


cauſe they are not. More wretched ſtill than 


that diſconſolate mourner! Happier they 
who weep the death of their departed, than 


they who feel the parricidal wounds inflicted 
by their degenerate offspring! 
It is only in ſuch ſchools that can be 


formed that true callouſneſs which can an- 


ticipate all the calamities of civil diſcord 
with the calmeſt indifference, which having 
long dealt in private, can extend its efforts 


to national ruin and pillage. This tranſition 


is eaſy and natural: ſuch in all ages have 


* been thoſe by whom the peace of flouriſhing 


and free communities have been diſturbed, 


their properties invaded, and their liberties 
deſtroyed. Theſe are they who, under the 


maſk of patriotiſm, pant for civil convulfion 


and proſcription, for which the whole tex- 
ture of their habits have previouſly diſpoſed 


D 2 them, 
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them. While therefore men of this deſcrip- 

tion abound, it is utterly impoſſible that 

any State can be in permanent ſecurity, it is 

impoffible that thoſe principles of ſubordi- 

nation, which are eſſential to the happineſs 

of Mankind, can be maintained while many 
in the higher orders are given to this de- 

ſtructive habit. Thoſe who wis for anar- 

chy and miſery, thoſe to whom public proſ- 
perity is a ſource of deſpair, and public 
confuſion an object of hope and exultation, 
act wiſely and conſiſtently enough when they 
encourage and promote this horrible con- 

tagion. The beggary, the degradation, the 
deſpair, the malignancy of thoſe whom they 


-aflemble and affociate, are their natural 


-weapons, and render them fit inſtruments 
of their plunging and atrocious projects. 
The young men into whoſe intimacy they 
infinuate themſelves, cannot be the organs 
of their purpoſes, till their habits are de- 
baſed, their property pillaged, and their con- 
ſciences obliterated. This it is which has 
united ſo many among us, in the further- 
ance of thoſe abandoned principles of anar- 


chy and ſedition, which are the natural 
conſequences of that maſs of vices, of which 


Gaming 1s corner ſtone. 
This it is which has for many years paſt 


been preparing the materials for that tre- 


mendous conflagration which threatens every 


nation in Europe, and has already over- 
whelmed 
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whelmed the moſt flouriſhing, populous, and 
civilized of its kingdoms. Of ruined Game- 
ſters we are told that the crew of Catiline 
was principally compolſed* ; and recent ob- 
ſervation, drawn from the beſt atteſted facts, 
will inform us, that amidſt all the unpa- 
ralleled crimes which the miſerable Revolu- 


tion in France has produced, this has been 


in its turn the cauſe, and in its turn the 
effect, of them all. To the Gaming Table, 
I am told by eye-witnefles, was regularly 


brought the fruits of public confiſcation, 
cruelty, and proſcription. 


Thoſe therefore who have the ſame views 
and deſigns, whom no experience of the 
guilt and miſery which ſuch principles have 
ſpread in that devoted land which gave them 
birth, thoſe who have ſteeled their breaſts 
to the groans, the anguiſh, and the deſtruc- 
tion of their countrymen, act conformably 


to their views and character in practiſing 


and encouraging that vice, which, above all 


others, afliſts their predatory and ſanguinary 


projects. BUT it is moſt aſtoniſhing ee, 


* This ſufficiently appears from the invaluable account 
which Salluſt has tranſmitted to us of the Catalinarian 
conſpiracy, many parts of which unfortunately appear to 
be rather a deſcription of preſent than a hiſtory of paſt 
events. Quicunque impudicus, adulter, ganeo, ALEA 
manu, ventre bona patria Jaceraverat quique alienum æs 
grande conflaverat—ti Catalinæ proximi familiareſque 
erant.” De Bello Catalinario. 
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that thoſe who have a remaining intereſt in 
the welfare of their Country, who have hu- 


manity unextinguiſhed, who have loyalty 


to their Prince in their hearts, and love of 


order and conſtitutional liberty yet unim- 


paired, ſhould not ſee and avow the abſolute 
neceſſity of immediately withdrawing from 
every avenue to this accurſed vice, and from 
thoſe aſſociations which in the full order of 


| legiſlative and preceptive form. teach the 


principles and arrange the practice of it. 
Such ſhould be well aware, that while this 


peſtilence is in its vigour, neither the wiſeſt 
counſels can long protract, nor the moſt active 


exertions finally avert the evils which threaten 


us. Here, therefore, ruin ui be reſiſted 


here only it can be reſiſted. Before the 
lower ranks of men can be brought back 
to that reſpect for their ſuperiors which can 
alone enſure peace and happineſs both to 
high and low, they muſt ceaſe to render 
themſelves vile in the eyes of men by the 


degradation, the beggary, and the meanneſs 


which the Gaming Table entails upon them. 
They muſt abandon their baſe companions 
and nocturnal haunts, and return to the 
native munificence and generoſity which 
in times of old endeared them to the poor 
and needy, and were the firmeſt barrier of 


their property and privileges. Oh that the 


Great could but“ in this their day of viſi- 
tation” hear the friendly voice of one, 
I whoſe 
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whoſe life and miniſtry have been uniformly 
dedicated to promote thoſe principles of 
loyalty and ſubordination which it is the 
purpoſe of the enemies of this country to 
vilify and ſubvert! Oh that they could be 
aware how much, by their indulgencies in this 
favorite vice, they further the deſigns of thoſe 
whoſe malignant activity is evidently directed 
to plunder, confiſcation, and anarchy | 

But in none of the effects of Gaming is a 
more deadly wound inflicted, than by the ut⸗ 
ter deſtruction of that principle of NA ox AI. 
Religion, without which the whole ſtruc- 
ture of ſocial order diſſolves and periſhes. 
I know how fertile this age of Innovation 
in which we live is of new opinions and 
ſentiments upon the connexion between Re- 
ligion and Government: But whatever the 
pertneſs of paradox may object, the voice of 
the moſt venerable antiquity, both ſacred 
and profane, combines with the. awful ex- 
perience of recent and {triking events in aſ- 
ſuring us, that when the chain which unites 
the creature to the Creator is broken and 
interrupted, when Law is ſeparated from 
the SOURCE oF LEGISLATION, then union is 
impoſlible, and diſſolution inevitable. Re- 
ligion as it is the perfection of individuals, 
ſo is it the preſeryation of communities. 
Whatever therefore counteracts its effects, 
and obſtructs its progreſs, ſtrikes at the very 
vitals of civil ſociety. But neither the fo- 


D 4 phiſtry 


©, 


1 
phiſtry of infidelity, the refinements of 


luxury, or the lures of pleaſure, have con- 


tributed ſo much to wreſt all awe of God 


from the minds of men, as this fingle vice 
of Gaming. I now ſpeak of ſocial Religion, 
eginning with families, and extending it- 
{elf through various gradations to more com- 


prehenſive aſſociations, till it embraces that 
moſt enlarged community, which may be 


denominated national or political. 


And firſt, what is it which has diſturbed 


that beautiful appearance of family piety, 
which was of old the ornament of our 


Engliſh nation, and conſtituted part of 


its public character: when each morning 
and evening the maſter of a family aſſembled 
with a patriarchal and primeval dignity his 
children and domeſtics, to praiſe the Author 
of the abundant bleſſings ſhowered down upon 
them? How every relation and dependenc 
derived reciprocal ſanctity and force! How 


this falutary practice contributed through 


the channels of private principle to augment 


the ſtock of public happineſs and ſecurity ! 


But now inſtruction and admonitwn are no 


more | Theſe pious exerciſes are ſupplanted 


by the occupation of Cards and Dice; in 
this occupation the NIGHT frequently cloſes, 
while numerous trains of domeſtics are aban- 
doned to all the profaneneſs, debauchery, and 
corruption, which the ſtreets of a luxurious 
and profligate Metropolis exhibits. Thus is 


God }.; 
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God deſerted in the firſt inſtance. But who are 
they who break in upon his Sabbath, that 
laſt bulwark of decaying religion which ſtill 
remains? I too well know the looſe and 
licentious doctrines which have been diſ- 
ſeminated with regard to the obſervance of 


this ſacred day, which God (by the firſt com- 


mand given to Man) conſecrated to his 
worſhip and the uninterrupted meditation 
on his word. I have heard with infinite 
pain, the ſtrict obſervation of this day (that 
peculiar glory of the PROTESTANT REL1- 
GION, that duty in which the Engliſh Churh 
has been moſt eminent and ene e cen- 
ſured as overſtrained and puritanical. I 
have heard all abſtinence from amuſement 


repreſented as gloomy and melancholy, and 


opinions broached on this ſubject which 
would ſoon precipitate this nation into the 
ſame depth of Apoſtacy in which a neigh- 
bouring country is plunged. With ſuch 
an indifference to the miſery of mankind, 
and to the judicial diſpenſations of Almighty 


God, it is in vain to contend : But to thoſe 


who till feel for themſelves and others, I would 


with all eagerneſs ſuggeſt, that of all habits 
which withdraw Men from the public fur- 
therance of Religion. on this day, Gaming 
is among the foremoſt—I would ſay, that, 
as to deſert the worſhip of Almighty God 
for ſuch diverſions, is a mark of the moſt 
flagrant Apoſtacy; ſo any attempt to em 
cile 
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cile an attendance upon the one, with a 


practice of the other, is a moſt inſulting 


mockery of the commands of God. It is 
to ſap the foundations of all Religion in 
thoſe who are within the ſphere of your in- 
fluence; it is to devote thoſe who among 
the lower ranks are corrupted by your 
example to the pangs and ignominy of an 


untimely death, which a violation of the 


Sabbath is well known in its conſequences 


to draw down upon them. May Almighty 
God, by his preventing grace, bring it home 


to the hearts of all thoſe in the higher ranks, 


who careleſsly or contemptuoully devote 


themſelves to this practice on the Sabbath, 


how they will wiſh, when their great account 


is to be given in the hour of death and the 
day of judgment, that they had been, 1 
url Sos of the blood of all Men !” 

But the greateſt miſchief this accurſed 
vice can effect is when any conſiderable por- 
tion of thoſe whoſe labours are dedicated to 
the ſacred Miniſtry ſhould ever be overcome 
by its contagion. With all the dignity, the 


power, the energy and efficacy of profeſſional 
character, the vice of Gaming is in every 


degree and in every mode utterly incompa- 
tible. To any of its encroachments the Ca- 
tholic Church, through the whole current 
of pure and primitiye antiquity, oppoſed 
a moſt dignified reſiſtance : It turned with 
an awful and averted front from thoſe of its 
degenerate 
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degenerate children upon whom the ſlighteſt 


contamination reſted; it prohibited under 


the ſevereſt penalties even the preſence of its 


Miniſtgrs at ſcenes where their virtue and 
fidelity were ſo deeply endangered. Neither 
has that ſound and eminent part of it, our 
Engliſh Church, which both in its doc- 
trines and diſcipline doth not want a true 
Apoſtolical ſeal, been backward in its cen- 
ſures. To the large portion of pious and 


exemplary Eccleſiaſtics, who really love thoſe 
doctrines they teach, and the Maſter whom 


they ſerve, I am convinced that God in 
his Scriptures, and Chriſt in his Church, 


will not, cannot ſpeak in vain. At all 


times for Dice and Cards, even were they 
of a nature which did not derogate from the 
dignity of our high vocation and miniſtry, 
we have, or ought to have very few intervals. 
We have in the beſt ages much vice to re- 
form, much calamity to comfort, much ig- 
norance to enlighten, much wilfulneſs to 
ubdue but, O gracious God | in theſe times 
how is the arduous taſk increaſed, how are 


our beſt exertions called for—to recover from 


Atheiſm and Anarchy a periſhing and fink- 
ing world, to counteract thoſe ſeeds of revolt 
from God, which have ſhaken the founda- 
tions of civil ſociety, and deluged Europe 
with ſeas of human blah iow intenſe 
ſhould be our charity, how fervent our aſ- 
pirations, how wakeful our conduct, how 

inceſſant 


— —— > £ —_ 


( 44 ) 


inceſſant our prayers! But I will leave it 
to the conſideration of every reffecting man, 


how by a perpetual devotion. of our time 
to cards and amuſements, we intercept 
thoſe awful views of fin and calamity 
from ourſelves and others, which alone can 
give energy to our labours. It becomes 
us to be well aware that our habits ſhould 
be formed, our hearts prepared, our views 
enlarged, and our reſolution ſtrengthened, 
for all that we may be called upon to do, and 
all that Providence may deſtine us to ſuffer, 
in ſupport of that faith we profeſs, and that 
Goſpel which we preach. In particular, let 
not THESE SACRED RETREATS, the monu- 
ments of ancient piety and munificence, be 


| degraded by a /illy affettation of faſhionable 


manners and faſhionable vices, and peculiar] 
of © that Sin which doth fo eajily beſet us. — 


Prayer and meditation, ſtudy and retirement, 


charity and dignified hoſpitality, are equally 
excluded, by a conſtant round of cards and 
diſſipation. Oh may theſe oRNAMENTATL, 


theſe NOBLE, and when applied to their pro- 


per ends theſe usEFUL inſtitutions, never be 
N into diſrepute by the folly and fault 
of a few. Let me not ſeem in this © as one 
that mockeih,” for I cannot but think that 


every ſerzous Miniſter of Chriſt muſt con- 


fider this awful paſſage of St. Paul as ex- 


hibiting a ſtrong analogy to the preſent cir- 
cumſtances of himſelf and his brethren— 
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* for I think God hath ſet forth the Apoſtles 
laſt, as it were appointed to death, For we 
are made a ſpeftacle unto the World, and to 


Angels, and to Men.” I muſt ſuggeſt, that 
to ſuch a ſituation even the diftration of the 
generality of amuſements is ſufficiently un- 


congenial and indecorous—much more the 
prevalence of ons, which I firmly believe 
has contributed more in its conſequences and 


dependencies to overwhelm the earth with 


contuſion and bloodſhed, than the united force 


of all the powers of HELL and DARKNESS. 


May the Miniſters of Chriſt, with enlarged 


hearts, purified affections, and humble peni- 
tence, meet all the high duties which the times 
impoſe, and face all thoſe dangers which they 


threaten! May we either be thought wor- 


thy, as the Levitical Prieſthood, to © and 


between the dead and the living, and the plague 
be ceaſed;” or if God ſhall, in his inſcrutable 
decrees, have thrown us on thoſe times 
when the elements ſhall melt with fervent heat, 
the earth alſo and the works that are therein 


ſhall be burned up, may we be able to poſſeſs 


our ſouls in firm reſignation, and unſhaken 


hope, looking according to his promiſe for 
© new heavens and a new earth, ao herein dwell- 


eth righteouſneſs.” 


TO 


1 


TO CONCLUDE. 


Happy they who have eſcaped the pol- 
lutions of the world by fin in this important 
point! Happy they whom the powerful and 
controuling GRACE of God (without which 
all moral precepts are but a dead letter) has ar- 
reſted in theſe courſes, convincing them of 
« the things appertaining unto their peace before 
they are 2 from their eyes for ever!“ 

But thrice happy they whom elevation of 
rank, ſplendour of ſtation, and the poſſeſſion 
of extended property, have enabled to contri- 
bute a powerful and deciſive influence in 
checking this wretched career of guilt and 
woe! Who, in the ſervice of God and of Man- 
kind, have diſcountenanced habits, and ſacri- 
ficed amuſements, apparently innocent, to this 
great, this glorious, this benevolent purpoſe! 
THIS will give them unſpeakable conſolation 
and joy at thoſe tremendous moments, when 
all earthly diſtinctions ſhall ceaſe, and all 
earthly pleaſures are for ever paſſed and gone. 
« They ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of the firma- 
ment, = they that turn many 10 array 
as the ſtars for ever and ever. 
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